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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Lou Ferns 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

It is my view that any meaningful actions must first and foremost protect the most vulnerable 
in our world. It is not specified in the principles what is meant by “our society”, or to whom we 
afford fairness.  

For example, we must take responsibility for our ongoing contribution to the climate and 
ecological crisis around the world. It is imperative that we cease asking other countries to 
carry the burden of our destructive consumerism and resultant carbon impact. In addition, we 
must support the countries that we have traditionally exploited for profit so that we can create 
global resilience. 

The principles fail to mention the need for regeneration of the ecosystem that supports all life, 
without which there is no economy. To be sustainable, it must be economically advantageous 
to protect and enhance the existing space for biodiversity.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Lack of understanding about the urgency of the emergency remains the primary barrier. This 
is compounded by the fact that it remains most financially advantageous to take more 
destructive routes. A radical green recovery is the only option for life on earth but it must also 
make economical sense to be achievable in every corner of the community. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Any physical development must take place on land that already provides minimal habitat for 
wildlife and any development on currently wild land must be prohibited. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Scrap road development and reroute funds into sustainable public transport and safe cycle 
lanes. For example the duelling of several A roads within Scotland would not be necessary if 
the public could afford to use trains and buses and feel safe to cycle. 

Support a small scale renewable energy projects that will provide electricity to communities 
in the event of national grid failure. 

 

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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General response 

Scotland is a small country with a big voice on the world stage. We have the luxury of relative 
stability as a springboard from which to make radical change and communicate it effectively 
to out diverse population.  

Although I’ve given some opinions above, I defer in most cases to those within a stronger 
understanding of the nuances and I support the decisions of a well informed citizens 
assembly to guide us in our next steps on this very bumpy road.  


